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Half a century ago, Kashiwa began its sister city exchange with Torrance in the United States. Since then, Kashiwa has
developed friendships with local communities. The association was established in 1992 and a decade ago it became an
NPO corporation, then a designated manager of the Kashiwa Cross-cultural Center.
Aiming to create a society with multicultural coexistence, our association offered people a variety of activities led by pas-
sionate volunteers - programs that introduce aspects of different cultures, foreign language courses, Japanese language
classes, and consultation services for foreigners etc. Thanks to the cooperation of our citizens and private organizations
as well as volunteers, we could develop successful activities. Therefore I'd like to extend my hearty gratitude to every-
one.
Times have changed and most recently, due to the corona crisis, we now have a new direction and method, while
exploring our options with a positive view.
Y% Student exchange programs with four overseas cities can include multiple countries at the same time using

the Internet. Online communication between schools/students can achieve the purpose of interaction.
% We can enjoy new encounters beyond time and space such as information exchange, workshops and meetings
with overseas groups. Aiming for an inclusive society, we work together with the city government,  schools and the pri-
vate sectors.
Y Using both the internet and in-person meetings, we can interact better with foreign residents and learn from
each other so that we can develop young people and foreign leaders in our organization.
% We need to discuss common issues faced now in the world, such as climate change and global waste etc. Let's
learn and share strategies to live and work together.

Human history is full of wars, and today is no exception. The foundation of peace is the relationship of trust  built
through human interaction. Believing that grassroots exchanges between citizens will make good relat ionships
beyond the country, we will continue our activities into the future.

L T
mhE K B fn E

Mayor of Kashiwa Kazumi Ota

KrE IR E MG ENE AT ER RSN AN 0EAFEEZ D ONFE LI EEZLEIVBECHEL
FFET,

BT, BISLLIkE, kAT & O AL LD, BbEMEEOER, S 5T, FEk
2BEE NG IL, EEM LA HET A L L CHRESN-MTHEERR Y ¥ —DiREEHE R £
MRIEWSEHIZ B W T, ATEEBERREEO PRSI ZH > TW 2T 9,

BVERERMEETIE, 2L OFEPMEO IZfti, AEOSUYLZFEXMICES Z L7
E. EBREREZFOAMOBTHRSL A N— T 4 —IZBT 82 SN0, RECEHR LY
7 T4 TRBICEL T, A CTE#ERICH L, BARBRHESEEXROEE R &
NERZEIEENCOER W= e & F Lz,

INLHFEREOEITFHICHEEZETH Y, BRESEZIILD, 28, BREOEFRO O ERET
EEBICRBEERLET,

BAE., AKX, AOOKIS—ky MIHTH1IHFATBZAHAEABEEL, Fu—r Lk,
ZHEDERTIEBREESTHY, EESUEDR R D A BEICHREE LT, s A 25
KEBLISLVIL, &%, FVEBEIRSTENY 9,

FELNLL L TELE L AR S ] Ol VAIC, EREnTROFMELRD LS, =
NG B2 DR &l 2 BREVER L BT £,

FEONT, MTTEBERRHS D~ OEFERE L& B OB O - 02552 .00 EITE
LEF, BRWOSELIFETWEEEET,

| would like to express my heartfelt congratulations on the 30th anniversary of the founding of the Kashiwa International
Association, a non-profit organization.

Since its establishment, this organization has been promoting exchanges with sister and friendship cities, implementing
cross-cultural understanding projects, and since 2016, has played a central role in the city's international exchange
projects in a wide range of fields, such as being the designated manager of the Kashiwa International Exchange
Center, which was established as a base for promoting internationalization.  Through the youth exchange program,
many students were able to encounter other countries and compare their own culture to theirs. You have also provided
activities related to human resource training with an international sense and diversity, and the time of the invasion of
the Ukraine that broke out this year, you also contributed to humanitarian aid activities, such as collecting donations for
Japanese language classes and living support for the refugees who had fled to our city.  The achievements of these
projects are truly remarkable, and | would like to express my deep respect for the tireless efforts and enthusiasm of the
past presidents, members, and everyone involved.

Currently, more than 10,000 foreigners, about 3% of the population, live in this city. Because we are an increasingly
diverse and international community, it will become even more important in the future to build communities where
people of different nationalities and cultures can build peace and coexist as citizens.




On behalf of the City of Torrance and the
Torrance City Council, I'd like to congratulate the
Kashiwa International Relations Association or
KIRA for their 30 years of continued support and
commitment to promoting cultural exchange.
For three decades now, KIRA has continued to
provide resources and tools to ensure the success
of our student exchange program between
Torrance and Kashiwa. As the Torrance Sister City
Association celebrates their milestone 50th anni-
versary this year, it's our thanks to the assistance
of organizations like KIRA that are dedicated to
supporting our students and the program. You
have fostered the people-to-people connections
that are at the very heart and soul of this friend-
ship and maintains this strong relationship.

We are truly blessed to have built such a special
relationship with the organization and | hope to
see it continue for years to come.

On behalf of the Torrance Sister City Association, | would
like to congratulate the Kashiwa International Relations
Association on their thirtieth anniversary.

Looking back over these thirty years, you have developed
programs that have enriched not only the citizens of
Kashiwa but also many foreigners that call Kashiwa their
home. Your enriching newsletters keep those bonds
strong. It has been a pleasure watching these programs
grow.

May KIRA continue to grow over the coming years and may
our bonds of being sister cities strengthen as well.

We appreciate working with and becoming friends with so
many volunteers who have been involved with Kashiwa
International Relations Association.
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On behalf of the people of Guam, | would like to con-
gratulate the Kashiwa International Relations Associa-
tion on its 30th anniversary.

| am sure that the students from Kashiwa City who
have participated in the exchange program so far still
playing an active role with their experiences.

In the past few years , the global pandemic has made
it difficult for us to interact with each other.

However we are finally beginning to see signs of
resumption of international exchange .

We look forward to the resumption of exchange with
Kashiwa City soon.

We believe that we will be able to continue to carry out
this meaningful and valuable exchange program for
our mutual students .

| would like to express my sincere appreciation to the
Kashiwa-Guam Friendship City Exchange Committee
for their hard work and efforts in the exchange pro-
gram. We look forward to seeing all of you in Guam.
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| would like to congratulate the Kashiwa International
Relations Association (KIRA) on their 30th
anniversary.

Such a significant milestone is an incredible
achievement and | hope all KIRA members are proud
of the goals they’ve accomplished over that time. As a
volunteer organisation with the aim of promoting a
variety of international exchanges through culture,
education and sport, we appreciate KIRA’s
commitment and dedications.

Camden Council remains fully committed to the
Friendship Agreement between Camden and Kashiwa
City to support a range of new programs that are
informative, educational and rewarding for all involved.
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Former

What an amazing milestone KIRA has achieved, cele-
brating your 30-year anniversary.

As a former President of the Camden International
Friendship Association (CIFA) and parent of two
daughters that have been part of the KIRA program, |
have had the privilege to experiencing how amazing
KIRA is and the fantastic service that they provide, not
only locally within Kashiwa but all the international pro-
grams, their communities, and people.

As a family from Camden, Australia, | can honestly say
that the KIRA organisation, their programs and all of
the magnificent people supporting the programs have
created a life changing, wonderful experience for us
and all that have been involved over so many years.
Congratulations KIRA on such an amazing 30 years
and we all look forward to seeing your programs and
support continuing for many years to come.
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The first sister city relationship in Japan was established in December 1995, when the City of Nagasaki and the City of
St. Paul, Minnesota, U.S.A. formed a sister city relationship.

In Kashiwa City, when the Kashiwa Lions Club was discussing a sister club relationship with a city in the U.S., the
president advised the mayor and city council chairperson that a sister city relationship with a similar city in the United
States, an advanced country, would be desirable for the cultural improvement of Kashiwa City. The City Council then
asked an international businessman living in the U.S. to introduce a sister city to Kashiwa. Torrance was introduced,
and in November 1971, the mayors of both cities met at the Pacific Asia City Conference in Hawaii, USA to exchange
and discuss their opinions. Torrance formally expressed its desire to establish a sister city relationship, and at the
Kashiwa City Council meeting held in January 1973, the sister city affiliation was endorsed by the city council.

The Kashiwa-Torrance Sister City Committee, consisting of representatives of various civic groups, took the lead in pro-
moting activities such as youth exchanges and the dispatch of cultural delegations to Torrance.
Kashiwa then became friendship cities with Chengde City in Hebei Province, People's Republic of China on November

1, 1983, Guam in the U.S. Territory on November 30, 1991, and with Camden Town, Australia in April 1997 (formerly
friendship towns with Shonan Town until Shonan merged with Kashiwa City in 2005). The number of sister and friend-
ship cities has now increased to four.

Exchange programs with each sister/friendship cities are promoted through the Kashiwa International Relations
Association, which was established on June 20, 1992 by integrating the respective exchange committees, and was
certified as a specified non-profit-making corporation by Chiba Prefecture on November 26, 2011.
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Overview of KIRA

" Overview of KIRA Activities

1992: Kashiwa International Relations Association (KIRA) was established within Kashiwa City Hall, by integrating the
international exchange groups with the three established overseas cities at that time.
2004: KIRA office was moved to the Goto Building at the west exit of Kashiwa Station, and the volunteer members began

to operate the association themselves.

2005: Kashiwa City and Shonan Town merged which resulted in the merger of Shonan International Friendship Associa-

tion (SIFA) and KIRA,

2011: Kashiwa International Relations Association was registered as an NPO.

2016: KIRA became the designated manager of the Kashiwa Cross-cultural Center (KCC) and moved to Palette Kashiwa.

(1st term)

2021: KIRA continued volunteer activities as the center of international exchange in Kashiwa City. (2nd term)

O Activities

About 10,000 foreigners live in Kashiwa City. Foreign and Japanese citizens work together to promote international
exchange and to realize a society where people of different nationalities live together comfortably by helping each other
and respecting each other's individuality. KIRA is also promoting the path to world peace through exchanges with foreign

countries.

KIRA offers youth exchange programs with sister/friendship cities such as Torrance, Chengde, Guam, and Camden to our
citizens. These programs promote interaction not only with young people, but also with families and citizens. A lot of foreign
people from overseas are learning Japanese in our Japanese language classes. We also offer English, Chinese, Korean,

and Spanish classes, which are very popular among our citizens.

For foreigners, we hold free legal and administrative procedure consultation meetings every month. Other programs that
introduce aspects of different cultures including Japanese culture promote deepening mutual understanding for both Japa-

nese and foreign residents.

Students and young adults are using the Internet to interact with other young people abroad. In addition, due to the corona
crisis, it has become possible for volunteers to have online meetings with other groups who are overseas to improve

communication among different countries.

Japan is a country with many disasters such as earthquakes and floods. For foreigners living in Japan, language barriers
and feelings of anxiousness are very high during a disaster. We are promoting multilingual support activities to assist

foreign residents during disasters.

KIRA is working on translation services for people having trouble translating documents to be submitted to city halls and

embassies.

KIRA sometimes provides interpreters when foreign residents have a problem at a kindergarten or school.
During International Exchange Week, events are held with various international exchange activities groups and universi-

ties in the city.

In 2021, we supported Food Bank activities for foreigners who are in trouble due to the corona crisis. Since 2022, we have

been working to support refugees from Ukraine.

When face-to-face activities were restricted due to the corona crisis, KIRA started Online Study Sessions. We learned how
to use ZOOM effectively and how to use easy/simple Japanese. There is a monthly newsletter, Kawaraban, that is publish
and a multilingual website, Facebook, and YouTube are used to let people know about Kashiwa International Relations

Association and our activities.
OThe Future

KIRA hopes that all Kashiwa citizens will be able to deepen mutual understanding with foreigners in easy Japanese, and
that both foreign and Japanese citizens will be able to work together. KIRA wants young people and foreign citizens to

become leaders as well.

KIRA aims for a society where everyone can find their own purpose in life on the world stage, regardless of ethnicity or

age.

KIRA also hopes people will work together to think about a society that is friendly to the global environment, not just for

human coexistence.
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General Affairs Committee /
Public Relations Subcommittee

General Affairs Committee

O Activities

The General Affairs Committee publicizes the activities of the NPO Kashiwa International Relations Association. We
hope that many citizens will participate in KIRA's various events and committee activities. We hold "First Steps to Inter-
national Exchange" workshops in odd-numbered months. We explain KIRA's activities to new members and encourage
them to join the committee.

For committee members, we offer a " chat room " to improve day-to-day activities The "chat room" provides a forum for
free discussion, and can be used for future activities.

We organize "workshops" for our members and create opportunities for them to think and learn about various topics. In
order to make KIRA's activities known to the public, KIRA participated in the "Kashiwa Citizens' Activity Festa" hosted
by Kashiwa City, exhibited photos of its activities, and in FY2021, together with the Multicultural Committee, held the
Food Bank KCC to provide free food items to foreigners in need during the Corona crisis. In addition, photos of our
activities are also displayed at "Kashiwa de International Exchange Festa" and "Kashiwa International Exchange Week"
held by KIRA. The "Kashiwa Bus Tour" is held annually to encourage citizens to participate in the tour and deepen inter-
national exchange. As for international support, we collected used stamps, postcards, foreign currency coins, etc. and
donated them to organizations such as the Green Earth Defense Fund, Vaccines for the World's Children, and UNICEF.
In addition, in FY2022, we conducted a fundraising campaign for Ukraine.

O Future Plans

The General Affairs Committee will engage in activities related to KIRA. We will come up with and implement plans that
will make it more enjoyable for our members.

Public Relations Subcommittee

O History & Activities

On May 10, 2016, KIRA became the designated manager of KCC, and KIRA's previous "Kawaraban" and "Hiragana
Kawaraban" became "KCC Kawaraban" and "KCC Hiragana Kawaraban" respectively. We aim to "disseminate informa-
tion on international exchange in Kashiwa" and introduce international exchange groups in the city, high schools and
universities that conduct international exchange, as well as organizations that cooperate in international exchange.
From April 2021, English translations of the Kawaraban was also published and posted on the website. In June 2021,
KCC's website was completely renewed. Our goal was to create a website with “information that is easily accessi-
ble”,especially for foreign visitors. You can enter each page by clicking buttons in Japanese, English, Chinese, Korean,
Spanish, and easy Japanese.

Since 2020, KIRA and KCC have established a YouTube channel to distribute videos of events. We also have a QR
code for people to use to register for events, and we are also on Facebook.

O Future Goals

The Corona situation has increased the use of online services. We think it is time to consider the future of Kawaraban
as well. Why don't we start preparing for the digital version of the newspaper, making it easier to find and read articles,
and making it so that when you open your smartphone, you will think, "Let's take a look at KIRA's Kawaraban for a
moment"?

:;,,——T . ’ 3 /
Hh 5 ki FE(ESR B hH5hEVSHEHD LS5
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= A Multicultural Living Committee /
SNHRERER / NEADTHORERS 5B Multilingual disa%ter support for foreigners
LY tHEZER NEADT=HDKERZ SEXIE OHistory & Activites

The Multicultural Living Committee was established in the spring of 2016 as part of the Association's organizational

Ob#h Ob: reforms. . " _— .
2 AL FAET B RIT2016FEFE DO U O AR HESERSCUK R &  KEDOL Until then, it had become an independent group centered on "Free Legal and Administrative Procedure Consultation for
%ﬁkﬁﬁ% OHRCIHAELE L. FHE T eBEE y ‘E’Cﬁ“ SAEA D T I WS % R L7 Foreigners," which had b_een e.ngage.d. as part pf the aqtivities of the General Affairs Committee.
BELOEBO—ME LTHRY A TE -4 SOOI WET HESS RO We have been engagec_j in various initiatives with the aim of coe>§isting and supporting foreigners living in Japan.
. DT ¥ DR A AT RS2 % D LT REARNE LTSI ETL Y 9 ) % "Free legal and administrative procedure consultation for foreigners"s««  4th Wednesday afternoon of every month
ST LT E 220 % LT, FLERT UAOMED LS THA F_ree consultat‘ion by lawyers belqn.ging to the Chiba Prefecture Bar Association and administrative scriveners be-
AARICET A E A & DIt HiE% B L BANIEEHBETL x 5. longing to the thba Prefecturql Admlnlstrative Scriveners Association
LCkE% R M 5 T o CX % LTm, BEEFTIZ4T o C b . S b = & B0 % "Interpretation and Translation Business"e « «Documents necessary for foreigners to live in Japan, etc.
7ot ) CEIEOBNTERS = &4 Translatg = Interpre,tation and Translation Subcommittee
O BHHTU I D2 ARAE DT AR % "Seminars on mgltlcultural cogxistence anq cross-cultural coexistence”
(1) AL D7 b > BEH A - 15T Tl AR 3% e DT uT s N EDE LI, % "Food Bank Business for Foreigners Working Hard Due to the Corona Crisis"
BAfE A - 3 H 55 4K0E A 7% % "Disaster Prevention Support for Foreigners"
M%s: FRBAREESTRORE R Ol OFuture | | | o N
ﬂ:% BT 2R O TR B+ 20204 HSEAE I EAR D L TR We are working harq to feallze a socu?ty where foreigners currently living in Kashiwa City and surrounding municipali-
T RS AONEEZ . TaL s NS ties can hav_e an easier time, and can_llve in harmony with Japanese citizens.
(2) £ 3TAL $E A4 « Bl e 20214 Fr Y/ kR BT CO% We are looking for young members with fresh ideas and solid leadership skills.
= B O CHIE S TV BAEAD T Sl — FEffo TWET, .
HOTT7— R A s HE HEADED 20224 BREEBRKF OB EA L FE L% gL - . .
DFE s 5 G\ 7 SRR T AN E A b 5 @I\)/I;Itllmqual support in times of disaster for foreigners
= urpose
«ﬁﬁgﬂﬁr\i’] ‘éﬁﬁ» O b The Japan is a country with many disasters, such as earthquakes, typhoons, and floods. Some people from foreign
(1;1\@ )3\ ?ﬁ?ifg e % BOH Izt S 2 ANE A B PR — R countries have never experienced an earthquake. When an earthquake or typhoon occurs, they must feel very
St M o Dttt - . 5 HLA anxious.
7R EHE ORIRR & D (R L/%;Aﬁgi; H; yf )b\ é) ﬁ;}u ;;EE Zf_ Rk Television and radio broadcasts may also be difficult to understand.
O fuak Az % B &éfc’.é AL ENEENES " Evzr)ﬁwhen goi'ng to fn evacuation center, they may not understand what someone has said, or they may be confused
— A N IR y differences in customs.
HZ B L BEMTTOL O FL ORI A We started this project in the hope that it would help people from other countries.

ICEDAEADD L THEARLTL 2D L) ©Activities

AN % L TR L L;\T\ AAANL ’i&ﬁ% £ <H - - = 2020: After a discussion with foreign residents regarding the types of problems they might have when an earthquake
ETEDLD fii‘iﬁ@%% /75_: EEi= L“CEE%O occurs, preparations for this project began.

TWET Bt e BB & FIThERFoT280

SEAERDTES 2021: Project starts. Multilingual cards were made at
=Ha°’ o

the evacuation centers.

2022: Disaster prevention classes were held with
international students from Kaichi International Univer-
sity.

©The Future

Because there are many citizens who want to support
foreigners when a disaster occurs, training courses to
support foreigners when a disaster occurs are under
consideration.

2021 & XLt F—
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Japanese Class Committee

O History

January 1993: KIRA Japanese language classes are established to help foreigners living in Kashiwa City and surround-

ing areas learn basic Japanese.

April 2005: Following the merger of Shonan Town and Kashiwa City, the Japanese language
classes in the former Shonan Town were merged into the KIRA Japanese Language Class as the

Shonan Class.

April 2009: The Kashiwanoha Classroom is newly established, as well as, the Kashiwanoha International Exchange

Lounge, bringing the total number of classrooms to three.

April 2015: Kashiwanoha Classroom moved to Kashiwanoha Service Comner
April 2016: Shonan Classroom moved to Shonan Kinrin Center

May 2016: KIRA is put in charge of the operation of the Kashiwa International Center as the designated manager for
five years.  (And as designated manager for another 5 years from April 2021) The operation of Japanese language
classes became one of the designated management tasks, and with this change, the previous arrangement of limiting
the number of participants to KIRA members was abolished. Kashiwa Class moved to Palette Kashiwa.

February 2020: Due to COVID-19, all Japanese language classes were closed for safety reasons.

Then, Japanese language staff volunteers started an online classroom preparation project.

September 2020: Started online Japanese language classes. Number of classes gradually expanded.

April 2022: Partial resumption of face-to-face Japanese language classes (vaccination required for enroliment).

OActivities

Online Japanese Language Classes
Kashiwa-Kashiwanoha Classroom
Shonan Classroom

Face-to-face Japanese language classes
Kashiwa Classroom Palette Kashiwa
Shonan Classroom Shonan Kinrin Center
O The Future

Tue — Sat 8 classes
Sat, Sun 3 classes

Wed, Sat 3 classes
Thu, Sun 3 classes

Increase the number of face-to-face classes in the three classrooms and return opportunities for
those wishing to learn Japanese to at least pre-Corona levels.
Online classes will be considered for continuation after the end of Corona, utilizing its advantages.

Extracurricular study: Once a year, exchange activities between staff and students are held while

visiting cultural facilities and scenic spots in the suburbs of Kashiwa City. All students write and present their essays at

the Shonan Classroom.

Japanese Speech Presentation: This event is held once a year to test the results of learners' Japanese language study.
Through the presentation of speeches, we aim to improve the learners' Japanese language ability and motivation, and

to promote interaction with other presenters and staff
members.

Staff workshop: A workshop will be held once a year to enhance

skills in conducting Japanese language classes.
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Foreign Language Committee

History of the Foreign Language Committee:
Before 2004: English conversation class was held in the spring and fall at the community center and the Goto Building
under the General Affairs Committee.
2005: “Foreign Language Committee” organized (15 members)
Held language conversation classes (English,Chinese,Korean,Spanish)
2009: Held the 1st English Speech Contest
Kashiwa-no-ha language classes are offered. (English, Korean, Spanish)
2016: 17 language courses were held at Palette Kashiwa
6 lectures were held at Kashiwa-no-ha
2020: To prevent the declaration of a state of emergency due to the spread of COVID-19 all activities including the
English speech contest for the first semester were suspended. In the second semester, all courses were able to reopen
by implementing measures such as reducing the number of students and shortening the course time.

In 2007: 62 people attended the foreign language courses which is the main business of the Foreign Language Commit-
tee, and in 2018, the number reached a record high of 395.

However, due to the declaration of a state of the emergency in January 2020, the second half was reduced to 295 people,
a 25% decrease. In 2022, the number of participants rose to 328 in spite of the fact that the number of participants was
limited.

On the other hand, due to the aging of the Japanese population, the number of foreign residents in Kashiwa City is
expected to increase in the future making it necessary to coexist with foreigners. Therefore, we are considering opening
new courses such as Vietnamese and Nepali, to accommodate the growing population of those ethnic groups.

R —

FNERBAE—FIVTRE
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S RAEES Torrance Committee

O ) au S TEHEOELSBIREFETFIEER In February 1973, Kashiwa and Torrance, California, USA, created a sister city agreement, and this fiscal year marks
197342 MHTE T AV B EREDL Y 7 T SNTHBICL T T4 VR EAT the 50th anniversary.
FN=T I b —F AT iﬁﬂiﬁjﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ, =A% 9 I BALDEEE A L N—"T WEH, Wi In 1974, the associations began a youth exchange program with the aim of "broadening the international perspectives of
WEEE | L MERESOEAE A2 M 2 E T, B9T44E 0) éi DRARE KFEETFTHELD . HLL the next generation of young people and deepening friendships and goodwill between the two cities." In 1979, Kashiwa
Iz r{kﬂiﬁ ZHH 5 FHAEO EER Eﬁffﬁgy K — PR aTEE) L TV ET, City began accepting native English teachers at Kashiwa Municipal High School.
OO L HELEDD |2 2EW g: (D JREFE Starting with the sister school affiliation between Kashiwa Daiichi Elementary School and Arnold Elementary School in
L7 HAMEASHIRE 7 1 7 5 A 19794 BE MATND b—F VAT ~84 DFA 1980, a wide range of student exchanges have taken place, including the affiliation between Kashiwa Municipal High
SRS A~D b —F > 2 rh73>i50>9%nnu EHIRIADIRE SN A— L AT A& L School and North Torrance High School in 1992.
B2 A % B AL, 19804E DI — /N2t & 7 — IRINBT AV I OETEERER L ET, e In addition, exchanges at the civic level, such as mutual visits by citizens' goodwill delegations, take place every five
J v P/Jx%&@ﬁﬂi;qiﬁﬁ%% % B8] v 121992 D BUCHATOREF R 5 TILREER T & 7213 years.
I ER E F—F v 2 bE R BRSO —BRERESETWET B At the time of the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011, we received valuable donations collected at bazaars and other
e A MBIV E O FE DR NITHhT E. A ETHEL TWDIREDIREAED events led by members of the Torrance Sister City Association (TSCA), and felt the depth of the ties between the two
WET.FE RS EOTTEEEESFMEE B o L0FEREE > TE I DOIREF cities.
FHMEHRL AL TORRLITbhTWE % i B & RIS 5] Ak T < i This year, as another major milestone of our 50th anniversary, we will hold reciprocal visits by citizens' goodwill delega-
+ 20IEDEHARKKEXOBEIZIT. h—5 ZRECET, tions in February and October 2023.
v A TR ER T2 (TSCA) D A 23— 73th (2) ZANFZE O Committee Activities
Dl N b B E A BT F—=F U AHNG B84 DAL HE] The Torrance Committee supports sister city exchange activities with a focus on the Youth Exchange Dispatch Program
LHEWTETE X THOBROESEZEEE L A D3R 3R, — M FEEE A L A through homestays. The 30 or so members of the committee have been working hard and enthusiastically to build fur-
- AERELL0EEDO KR X AR L L T2023 AKOHFEEEERBR LN S FKE-EiE- ther friendships and amity between the two countries and cities, including online exchanges during the period when the
9 H -10 A 12 T B S S F ok B 356 % MARFEOAARULZEBR L ET, £, Youth Exchange program had to be suspended due to the Corona situation.
FFNET, AL T ORI DAL & DA O Youth Dispatch Program
e 777 5% B LT HRODEREF Every summer, eight students and one leader are sent from Kashiwa to Torrance to experience life in the U.S. while
OJES IMNTWET, T X7 T7 88,3k staying with host families. They have grown even more during these three weeks than they would have in a mere sight-
=TV AFBRII =L AT A %2HEL BHEDEL SADFEEZZITTCVET, seeing trip or language study abroad experience. Looking at the previous student delegation who are now active in vari-
7~ ERR LIRS 1 T b A RO ik ous fields, it is imperative that this program which has been cultivated over the past 50 years be passed on to the next
%W?cmﬁ%b@i&% BT TOVET, generation.
, _ I , - O Youth Hosting Programs

Eight students and one leader from Torrance City come to Kashiwa for three weeks every summer. They stay with Jap-
anese families and experience Japanese daily life and Japanese culture such as tea ceremony, calligraphy, and taiko
drumming. They also learn about Japan through various programs such as school visits to interact with students of the
same generation. We have recelved alot of support from Llons cIubs schools, cultural federations, and others.

e o e
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F—= /XHU_'E%E&% I:E

18 18



EMEERDES

REEER

OdH P

2023411 H 1 H AATH « AKFE T A A48 T ff
4084 %28 % F 7, AT E R A = (SR
KTRA) 78 /& (19924F:6 A ) DI 104-RiT (1983412
A IZKIRARTEER B S ORITH Th 5 A - 7K
A TR ZE B2 ONEFIER32) | 235%
NMENE L,

OIEEh

(1) HFF22 0 (JRIE 14[5] : 19864 ~20194,
52 AFU8[A] : 20014FE~20184F)

(2) I O 1T A

(3) ﬁ?ﬁSﬁﬁﬁ}iqﬂ (19844-~2018% 544
% foe

(4) B[R = D72 (T SEAE R & 7K s —
M 225 SESLE XA bR — LA HA
A RS HEE T R AL

(5) K fEF b EE~OTE (HiHr LY

S i e

| EEEMEERASHE

DHA | DBz A 19934 B i)
(6) THATH - AfETHAGE (WP 5 Z) AR T H A
il T A ARERE (ZLAER) |
2020E b0 2 T EER N LA
FET DO OFIFIC L Y BESOIEEG A
T E RV HIEICE>TVET,

ozhnmnd

AEEZBSICRL T LFIEEN A X —0D
B GICEE S BH OMAEBRIER T —~ & 72
STWA X HTT,2022FE 1T A Y B EEDT
FUMNE B AKX ICH AL =52 D2 ERT
xXF L BEOREREEDEY 2 U TE
APEAZFE~DOP R FEELFA T
HHEANOP R ENHHEDORA > MY
FOTT . EHENOLDOERZERY At LV
ﬁ%;f:ﬁ%‘éﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ@%%:ﬁﬁﬁ L7
DTT,

AT RAEH R

Chengde Committee

QO History < 40 years since the Friendship City Agreement>
On November 1, 2023, Kashiwa and Chengde will celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Friendship City Agreement.
The Kashiwa-Chengde Friendship City Exchange Committee (Member Group:32) was established about 10 years prior
(Dec 1983) to the official establishment of Kashiwa International Relations Association (KIRA) in June 1992.
O Activities
*Youth Exchange (14 times dispatched: 1986-2019, 8 times received: 2001-2018)
*Accepting various delegations
+Citizens' Friendship Delegation to China (1984-2018, conducted every 5 years)
*School-to-School Exchange (Kashiwa Municipal High School & Chengde First Junior High School: language study,
basketball exchange game, brass band performance exchange)
+Support for Chengde City greening projects (support for the "Kashiwa City Green Fund"; started in 1993; "Kashi-
wa-Chengde City Friendship Forest", "Japan Kashiwa City Botanical Garden", "Japanese Garden (Yunshan Flower
Garden)")
Unfortunately, since the onset of the Corona (COVID-19) infection at the end of 2019, the committee's activities have
been stagnant due to restrictions from various quarters.
OThe Future
In recent years, the aging of our members has led to the need to recruit young people to join our activities. In 2022, the
Committee was fortunate to welcome new members after a long absence!
+Finding and contacting students sent to China on previous exchange programs
*PR for Chinese students who have studied in Japan
*PR for citizens learning Chinese
We look forward to seeing more fulfilling international exchange activities realized by incorporating opinions from a vari-
ety of fields.
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Guam Committee

OHistory & Activities

The exchange with Guam began through the Kashiwa Festival, where Miss Kashiwa received a trip to Guam as a
special prize. Since 1985, Miss Guam and representatives of the Guam Visitors Bureau have participated in the
Kashiwa Festival. Exchanges that began at the citizen level led to the conclusion of a friendship city agreement
between Kashiwa City and the Territory of Guam on November 30, 1991. Although natural disasters, world affairs, and
pandemics over the past few years have forced us to interrupt the program, we have continued our exchange activities

over the past 30 years.

Every five years since the friendship began, a “Citizens Tour” is held to commemorate the signing of the Friendship City
Agreement. 113 Kashiwa citizens visited Guam and received an enthusiastic welcome.
20th anniversary tour in 2011=We set up a Kashiwa booth at the Island Fair and had an origami exchange, and

performed the Kashiwa Dance on stage.

25th anniversary tour in 2016=We paid a courtesy visit to the official residence of the Governor of Guam. We were

invited to a welcome dinner hosted by the Guam Visitors Bureau.

In commemoration of the 20th anniversary, Guam's Coco Road Marathon and Teganuma Marathon were mutually
affiliated, and tourism exchange between the two continues.
In terms of the youth exchange, 226 junior high school students visited Guam as representatives of Kashiwa City (sent
21 times), and 206 junior high school students from Guam visited Kashiwa (received 19 times). During their stay,
students experienced different cultures, visited schools, and toured the city. By doing a homestay, they became a part
of a family and had a chance to get to know each other deeply through their daily lives.

Junior high school students sent to Guam are recruited from junior high school students in the city. Several orientations
are held, and students also learn to represent Kashiwa City with goodwill. After the dispatch, the junior high school
students show remarkable growth. Seeing their growth is a source of joy for us committee members and the source of

our activities.
O Future

Although the student exchange program with St. Francis School continued until the 21st dispatch in 2017, it was
suspended for the past few years due to world affairs and other factors. Together with the Guam Visitors Bureau and
our local partners in Guam, seeking new ways and places to continue this exchange program.
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Camden Committee

This year marked the 25th anniversary of the signing of the Camden-Kashiwa friendship agreement with the town of
Camden, Australia, two commemorative events were held as “Camden Day”. It was a good opportunity to look back on
the achievements since the implementation of the agreement, such as an introduction session with the town of Camden
and a Q&A session with members of the Camden International Association (CIFA). In a video message sent by CIFA
members, they expressed their gratitude for the longstanding friendship and their sincere hope for resuming the Student
Exchange Program, which was suspended due to COVID-19.

The Camden Committee's main programs are the Student Exchange Program, the Citizen Tour, and the Primary School
Art Exchange. The Student Exchange Program has sent 325 students from Kashiwa and 276 students from Camden to
visit each other. Through homestays, camps, and other activities in which students share the same time and space,
they could get to know, understand, and recognize each other’s cultures through conversation. The bonds and friend-
ships created from these experiences are nurtured and last a lifetime. The project contributes to helping the partici-
pants open their eyes to the world and improve their activeness with an international perspective.

The Citizen Tour program provides opportunities to visit each other's towns. Residents of Camden Town come to Kashi-
wa in March for the "Sakura Tour" and enjoy interacting with Kashiwa citizens and cherry blossom viewing. In Novem-
ber, when the town of Camden is covered in purple jacaranda flowers, the citizens of Kashiwa visit Camden Town.
These face-to-face communications also contribute to the promotion of cross-cultural understanding and the building of
friendly relationships.

Since the pandemic, the way people connect with each other has changed dramatically with the spread of online meet-
ings.

The use of such technology may become important for future exchanges. However, having gained many friends and
bonds through the exchange programs, we believe in the importance of real communication activities, such as the Stu-
dent Exchange Program and Citizen Tours. We would like to continue these activities so that as many Kashiwa citizens
as possible can deepen their understanding of Camden Town and Australia and become familiar with them.
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Exchange Committee / _
Japanese Culture Promotion Subcommittee

O History & Activities

In 1992, a year after the Kashiwa International Relations Association was established, the Japanese Culture Subcom-
mittee's predecessor, the "Japanese Language Interesting Salon," began its activities. It started out in the form of a
salon to respond to the needs, questions, and concerns from foreign residents. We have been providing them with cul-
tural, linguistic, and emotional support and deepening their coexistence through cross-cultural exchanges. In 2005,
when the new organization started with

the merger of SIFA (Shonan International Friendship Association) and KIRA, it became the "Japanese Culture Ex-
change Committee", and in 2016, after reorganization, it became the "Japanese Culture Group". In 2018, the group
was renamed the "Japanese Culture Subcommittee" and sponsored events to introduce traditional Japanese culture to
foreign residents. We hope that foreign residents will enjoy living in Japan by learning about Japanese culture and life-
style and interacting with Japanese people. We also provide opportunities for Japanese people to interact with foreign
residents through traditional Japanese culture activities.

In 2020, the spread of COVID-19 made it impossible to hold events in person, but in the fall of the same year, we made
our first attempt to create and distribute a video introducing seasonal ikebana flower arrangements. Thereafter, we con-
tinued to introduce Japanese culture through remote means, with staff members playing the role of students, devising
videos with a more realistic feel, and live-streaming events during the KIRA Festa. In 2022, Corona settled down a bit,
and face-to-face events became possible for the first time in a long time.

QOThe Future

We hope that by introducing Japanese culture and providing opportunities for exchange according to the situation at
hand, we can make life easier for foreign residents living in the Kashiwa neighborhood and help to develop internation-
al exchange in the city.
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Exchange Committee /
International Understanding Promotion Subcommittee

QO History:

Friendship Time(Cross-cultural Teatime)

The first Friendship Time was held in October 1993, with the aim of creating a venue for more citizen-level international
understanding activities. The name "Friendship Time" was chosen in order to create a fun atmosphere and to get to
know the guest speakers. Since then, the event has been held 128 times (as of September 2022) and has featured
more than 60 countries.

A meeting is held twice a year where about 30 participants listen to a speaker and deepen their understanding of the
country in a friendly atmosphere. Also, once a year, a lecture meeting is held where about 50 participants listen to a
guest speaker.

Sometimes foreign or Japanese members of the KIRA serve as lecturers, but we also ask foreign students and
researchers from nearby universities, students in Japanese language classes, and contestants in speech contests to
serve as lecturers. We have also asked former ambassadors of diplomatic missions abroad to serve as lecturers.

The event was held online due to the Corona situation.

In January 2020, we participated in an embassy visit tour organized by Minato Ward and visited the embassies of the
Kingdom of Lesotho and the Republic of Madagascar. As a result of this relationship, in June 2022, we had a lecturer
from the embassy of the Kingdom of Lesotho speak at Friendship Time.

QO The Future

It is easy to get information about foreign countries from the Internet and the media. However, actually talking to people
from other countries or people who have lived in foreign countries gives us fresh discoveries every time.

Through these activities, we hope to further deepen our understanding of various countries around the world in the
future.
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Exchange Committee / KIRAKIC Subcommittee

OHistory

2003 A place where foreigners can talk easily (Kashiwa International Club=>KIC)

2005 Foreigners Committee 2009 KIRAKIC Committee

2016 Exchange Committee KIRAKIC Group

2018 Exchange Committee KIRAKIC Subcommittee

People from countries and regions such as Indonesia, the Philippines, China, Taiwan, Brazil, Thailand, Mexico, and Peru
have fun together.

OActivities

Foreigners living in Japan can learn about pensions and social insurance systems that may be difficult to understand.
We also listen to people from local police stations and fire departments.

In addition, we participate as a lecturer in international understanding classes at several elementary schools in Kashiwa
City. We introduced the letters and words of each country, students can experience bamboo dance and tai chi, and
making Brazilian sweets, Chinese dumplings, and Mexican tacos together. By listening, seeing, experiencing, and tast-
ing various things, children can get a sense of the world around them.

Both adults and children can enjoy the flavors of the world through New Year’s parties, barbecues, and tea time customs
from around the world. Halloween parties are attended by many children in fun costumes. We also made pifiatas that are
enjoyed in South America such as Mexico and Peru.

When people could not gather due to COVID-19, we posted videos of the puppet show "Little Red Riding Hood" and
world cuisine on YouTube, presented the play "Three Humps”, and did readings of plays in the languages of various
countries.

In the "Kashiwa Festival Project”, foreigners participated in the annual Kashiwa Festival Parade wearing national cos-
tumes and yukatas, promoted KIRA with musical instruments and dances on stage, and also participated in the Haneto.
OThe Future

We will increase the number of events for children for "International exchange from childhood"!

More foreigners will come to Kashiwa City. When you are lonely, when there is something you do not understand or
when you want to talk to someone, join KIRAKIC. We are waiting for you!
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Exchange Committee /
Student Youth Subcommittee

O History & Activities

Prior to the inception of KIRA, the Youth Exchange Committee of the Torrance Committee oversaw activities to host the
youth delegation, including the annual Torrance Photo Exhibition, the Tokyo Tour for Torrance City Youths, the Kyoto
Trip for the Exchange Group Leader, the English translation of the Kashiwa City Handbook, and the creation of an
album commemorating the youth’s stay in Japan.

After KIRA was established, students sent to Seungdeok and Guam joined the committee, making it a committee of
junior high school, high school, and college students. Later, students who had never participated in the exchange pro-
grams joined the committee, and college students became committee chairs. The students began to share their expe-
riences and promote the student committee at the orientation for subsequent youth delegations. We have also assisted
with activities to accept students sent from overseas, and planned and managed farewell parties.

In 2005, after the merger with Shonan Town, students sent to Camden Town, Australia, were added to the program,
providing opportunities for exchange activities throughout the year.

In the past, when we have accepted students from Torrance, Chengde, Guam, and Camden, we have held exchange
meetings between the student committee and the exchange students. We have planned and held various social events
every year, such as barbecue parties, sightseeing tours of Tokyo, Disneyland tours, recreational events, etc. At KIRA
Festival and Kashiwa Festival, we have exhibited our youth delegations, the exchange activities, and introduced our
activities to the general public. Currently, in addition to previous activities centering on dispatched students, students
and young people who are interested in international exchange gather together and hold various exchange events with
local international students, such as cherry blossom viewing, karaoke singing contests, Nagashi Somen (flowing noo-
dles), and so on for further internationalization.

In response to the Corona situation, we have been actively connecting online with overseas countries, conducting
online Olympics and interactive activities.

O Future
We believe that the Student Youth Subcommittee (KEYS) plays a very important role as a place for the youth to devel-
op the spirit and feeling of international exchange, in addition to serving as a forum for exchanging information about
sister cities.

Regular meeting: Second Sunday of every month, Palette Kashiwa, Kashiwa International Center

Meetings and online activities, English conversation classes, etc.
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Advisory Committee Activities

Exchange Committee /

Kashiwanoha Subcommittee

O History:

About 20 years ago, a new urban development project began in the Kashiwanoha area based on the "International
Campus Town Concept" through collaboration among the public, private, and academic sectors.
Many overseas students and researchers from the University of Tokyo and other universities live nearby, and residents

have a high level of interest in international exchange.

KIRA began offering Japanese language classes and foreign language courses in 2009, and from 2012 to 2014 opened
KIRA Kashiwa-no-ha in the UDCK (Kashiwa-no-ha Urban Design Center) to provide guidance services.

Since then, KIRA has been based at the Kashiwanoha Satellite Office and, since 2016, at the Kashiwanoha Service
Corner, where it is working as the Kashiwanoha Subcommittee of the Cross-cultural Event Committee to promote KIRA

and exchange activities between international students and residents.

KIRA has set up a booth at the biannual festival held in a local condominium district to introduce KIRA's activities and to
provide opportunities for children to develop an interest in foreign countries and an international mindset through
games and quizzes in foreign languages. For foreigners, we have held events to introduce Japanese culture, such as

calligraphy, origami, tea ceremony, and koto (Japanese harp) classes.

We also participated in a locally held Halloween parade. Since 2018, we have been offering "Exchange Walking Tours,"
where international students and local residents can interact with each other and visit historical and famous sites in the
neighborhood. By providing a place to interact with local residents, "we hope that international students will learn about
Japan from the people around them and have a more fulfilling study-abroad experience. We hope that local residents
will deepen their understanding of each other and broaden their insight into foreign countries by interacting with each

other."
O Future

We would like to increase the number of members from among the residents of the Kashiwanoha district, which is de-
veloping through various new forms of urban development initiatives, and to spread activities rooted in this area cen-

tered on these members.
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Project / Kashiwa-de International Exchange Festa

OHistory
This event was held with the aim of making citizens aware of the activities of the Kashiwa International Relations Asso-
ciation. It is held once a year with all committees participating.
When KIRA became an NPO in 2012, the name was changed from the "KIRA Festival" to "Kashiwa-de International Ex-
change Festa". The venue was changed from Kashiwa City Dai-Ichi Elementary School Gymnasium to the Kashiwa
Station East Exit Howdy Mall Pedestrian Street so that it could be seen by more citizens.
This year marks the 11th anniversary of the festival. In 2016, KIRA became the designated manager of the Kashiwa
Cross-cultural Center, and expanded the scope of the festa to even more citizens. In 2020 and 2021, in order to prevent
coronavirus infection, the venue was moved to Pallet Kashiwa instead of outdoors, and new attempts such as online
distribution were also conducted. As a result, there were viewers not only from the vicinity of Kashiwa City but also from
far away from overseas.
OActivities

1.In order to let many citizens know about international exchange activities, each sub-committee conducts PR of

activi ties and sales of foreign goods at the booth.

2.Performances by foreigners and Japanese such as dancing and singing.

3.Provision of foreign foods by vendors.
OFuture
Since the awareness of international exchange activities among citizens is still low, it is important to have fun events
such as international exchange festivals in order to let people know more about KIRA's activities and expand the base
of volunteer activities. Therefore, it is necessary to think about the kinds of events that will attract more citizens to partic-
ipate in the future. This year, we recruited performers through the city's announcement. There were many applications
from citizens who had not previously participated, and it turned out to be effective.
From now on, we would like to inform more people so they can participate.
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Project / Kashiwa International Exchange Week

OPurpose

The aim is to build a new multicultural society in cooperation with international exchange groups in Kashiwa City and

KIRAto let the citizens of Kashiwa know about international exchange activities.
OActivities
2020
1.KIRA's International Exchange Activities
Activities for students and young people, introduction of the four sister/friendship cities, holding the foreign puppet
show "Akazukin".
2.Multicultural Seminar: “From Diversity (Exchange) to Chanpuru (Blended) without Entering or Leaving”
3.Friendship Time: "Mauritania and Senegal Drink, Eat and Walk"
4 Peshawar-Kai Photo Exhibition (Mr. Tetsu Nakamura) "International Contribution in Different Cultures”
5.0nline Workshop "About Refugees"”
2021
1.KIRAI The First Step in International Exchange 1«
2.Introduction of the activities of the Kashiwa UNESCO Association
3.Introduction of the activities of Girl Scouts Troop 12 and Troop 17
Making disaster prevention supplies and crafts
4 Multicultural Seminar: "Problems and solutions observed from free consultations with foreigners"
5.Reitaku University : "Delicious Japanese Food through Fair Trade"
6.Kaichi International University - Four ghost of Guatemala
7.Webinar Refugee Seminars "Accepting Refugees and Syria"
2022
1.Introduction and presentation of activities
KIRA. Kashiwa City Tourism Association. ITC-J Tohkatsu. Kaichi International University. Reitaku University
2.1 Let's chat with foreigners! |
People from Ukraine, Philippines, China, Brazil, USA, Thailand, Taiwan Kaichi
3.International University : Presentation "Sri Lanka Introduction" by International Students
4 Reitaku University : Presentation! Nipponia_ [ Cambodia_
5.Webinar Refugee Seminarsl Accepting Refugees in Japan |
OFuture

It would be nice if people from various fields such as international exchange groups, economics, industry, schools, and

governments in the city could work together. We want to build a new multicultural society together.
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Project /

Japanese Speech Contest by Foreigners

O History:

This year will mark the 7th "Japanese Speech Contest by Foreigners in Kashiwa" organized by KIRA (the 7th contest
is scheduled for Sunday, February 5, 2023).

The dates and presenters are listed below.

’ Project Activities

Date Number of participants
1st Contest | Feb.13.2017 15
2nd Contest [ Feb. 4.2018 15
3rd Contest | Feb. 3.2019 17
4th Contest | Feb. 2.2020 13 _
Sth Contest | Feb. 7.2021 15 £ ae,i,cshcﬁg?ss%rl}ﬁﬁ';’ﬁgd?”"”e &
6th Contest | Feb.13.2022 17

The countries of the participants have also become more diverse. So far, participants have come from 14 countries:
the United States, Afghanistan, Indonesia, Uganda, Sri Lanka, the Philippines, Thailand, Taiwan, China, Nigeria,
Nepal, Vietnam, Bangladesh, and Mongolia.

The first presenter, Sugarakucha Bumbasren, is currently a Mongolian Hoshoryu Zeki. He is now active in sumo. In ad-
dition to the students, there were also presentations by residents in their 70s.

There were several challenges. The most important of these was the 5th Speech Contest in 2020: due to COVID-19,
on-stage presentations were cancelled. However, this was an opportunity to start a new form of collection and online
distribution. It was a blessing in disguise.

Considering the effect of "encouraging" and motivating the presenters to participate, we decided to make it a contest
rather than a "presentation meeting. Since the second contest, the awards have been named the Kashiwa Mayor's
Award, the KIRA President's Award, and a special award (for two participants).

O The Future

A presenter who experienced war-torn Afghanistan said, "I am thankful for everyday peace.” A presenter from Mongo-
lia said, "Please don't judge me because | am from xx country."

We will continue our activities in the hope that this "speech contest" will be a step towards understanding each other.
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